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RAFT Assessment for Lessons 4-6

Grade Level: 5th


Common Core State Standards (CCSS)
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.6 Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting.
[bookmark: _Toc355353633]Background Knowledge
[bookmark: _Toc355353634]Teacher:
This lesson is a written assessment for the previous 3 lessons (4-6), which covered paper making, composting, and vermicomposting.  If students did not participate in all previous lessons, they will need to be assigned a topic with which they are familiar.
A RAFT paper is a piece of creative writing that allows students to have some fun with the information presented in the class.  In this lesson/assessment, the students will have 3 options to choose from.  The rubric is applicable to all three assignments.  The RAFT is effective for all levels of learners. RAFT stands for: 
R-Role of the Writer
The student writes the paper in the role/character assigned by the teacher.  
A-Audience
The student writes the paper for the assigned audience.  
F-Format
The student writes the paper in an assigned format.  
T-Topic
The student writes the paper about an assigned topic.  

	Role
	Audience
	Format
	Topic

	Recycled paper
	Self
	Entry in a personal diary
	Stages of becoming recycled paper

	Compost pile
	Microorganisms
	Advertisement
	A vacation paradise

	Red wiggler
	Pen-pal (worm)
	Friendly letter
	All about me



[bookmark: _Toc355353635]Student:
Prior Knowledge or Life Experiences: Students may have experience in diary writing and writing friendly letters.
[bookmark: _Toc355353636]Materials List 
Each student needs:
· A handout
· A rubric
· Transparencies are optional
[bookmark: _Toc355353637]Engagement
Explain to students that instead of a standard test, they will have the opportunity to do a fun writing assessment.  Briefly have students recall and share what they remember from the previous lessons about recycling paper, composting, and vermicomposting. 
[bookmark: _Toc355353638]Exploration
Briefly review key concepts and vocabulary from the following previous lessons:
paper recycling
composting 
vermicomposting

Discuss questions such as:                                                                                                       
· What is the name of the paper/water                                                                               mixture before it is processed back into paper?      
· What is de-inking?
· What is the difference between virgin and recycled fiber?                                            
· What is vermicomposting?                                                                                                          
· What is a red wiggler?                                                                                                                                                   
· What do you remember about composting?
· What are microorganisms?

[bookmark: _Toc355353639]Explanation
Clearly explain RAFT, the rubric, and expectations.  
Teacher should assign topics or to have students choose their topic depending on the needs of the class.  
[bookmark: _Toc355353640]Elaboration
Once students have reviewed key vocabulary and concepts of papermaking, composting, and vermicomposting and understand the RAFT assessment and rubric, they are ready to write their RAFT papers.  
Allow students time to use the writing process.  
Students should first handwrite their rough draft.  
Students must type their final draft.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.6 (demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting)
 If time permits, students may share their writing with the class.   
[bookmark: _Toc355353641]Evaluation
This lesson serves as an evaluation of the previous 3 lessons (lessons 4-6).  Use the rubric to grade students’ writing.
[bookmark: _Toc355353644]Clean-up  
All papers should be collected, graded, and returned for recycling.
[bookmark: _Toc355353645]Closure 
Writing about what they learned in the previous three lessons helps students solidify their knowledge and also helps you assess their understanding.  Students are able to: 
· Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences, produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
· With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.
· With some guidance and support from adults, demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting.
[bookmark: _Toc355353646]Adaptations for ESL, Special Ed, or G.T.
[bookmark: _Toc355353647]For ESL, Special Ed, and G.T. students, the teacher may consider grouping the students together.  Read the instructions / rubric aloud and discuss.  Help them put their thoughts on paper.  
Management Strategy

Small Group Discussion / Work
	The discussion of individual questions/topics will allow all students to participate.  It will also allow individual students to hear another classmate’s ideas in a more relaxed setting (they will not be afraid of sharing information).


RAFT
	A RAFT paper is a piece of writing that allows your students to process the information presented in the class in a creative way.  In this lesson / assessment, the students will have 3 options to write from.  The rubric should be applicable to all three assignments.
	The RAFT is effective for all levels of learners.


Rubrics
	The use of a detailed rubric will allow the students to understand exactly what they are being asked to do.  In this lesson, there is one rubric that can be applied to all three writing options.
	The rubric will allow the instructor to easily grade the student’s work.  For more advanced classes, the instructor may want the students to grade their own work.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Tip:  The student worksheet can be made as a transparency for group discussion.
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RAFT Assessment					Name_______________________

Topics:

· Compost
· Vermicomposting
· Paper Making

RAFT

Role:  Who are you as a writer?
Audience:  Who are you writing to?
Format:  What form will write in?
Topic:  What is the subject of the writing?


Please select one of the following options and write your assignment on a separate piece of lined paper:

	Role:  Piece of recycled paper
Audience: Yourself 
Format:  Diary Entry / Entries
Topic:  Describe how you were remade 
             from old newspapers
	Role:  Compost pile
Audience: Micro-organisms
Format:  Full page magazine advertisement
Topic:  Try to convince micro-organisms
             that a compost pile is a great place
             for a vacation

	Role:  A Red Wiggler
Audience: A pen-pal
Format:  A friendly letter
Topic:  All about me


	





Please refer to your notes if you have any questions about the content covered.  Refer to the rubric if you have any questions about how the RAFT will be graded.
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0
	Needs Work
1
	Approaching Expectations
2
	Meets Expectations
3
	Score Received

	Role: 
How well did you interpret the character’s voice?
	The author was never in character.
	The author stayed in character for some of the piece.
	The author stayed in character for most of the piece.
	The author stayed in character for the entire piece.
	

	Format:
Did you follow the format that corresponds to the role?
	The author does not follow the writing form assigned
	
	
	The author follows the writing form assigned.
	

	Audience: 
How well did you acknowledge the group or person you were writing for?
	The audience is not acknowledged.
	The audience was acknowledged in one place.
	The audience is acknowledged in two separate places.
	The audience is acknowledged in at least three separate places.
	

	Vocabulary: 
 Did you use subject (topic) appropriate vocabulary?
	The author does not use any vocabulary words.
	The author uses one vocabulary word.
	The author uses two vocabulary words.
	The author uses at least three vocabulary words.
	

	Topic: 
How well did you prove that you learned about the topic?
	The author does not include any facts.
	The author includes at least two facts.
	The author includes three facts.
	The author includes at least four facts
	

	Spelling:  Proper use of spelling, grammar, and punctuation.
	The writer makes more than 4 errors in grammar or spelling.
	The writer makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling.
	The writer makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling.
	The writer makes no spelling or grammar errors.
	



Student _______________________________________________________
	Total points earned:
	Total possible:
                           18
	Percent:
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